Raising The Bar March 2020
March 2020 /Jewish Year 5780
The Chief of the Watchmen 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”  2 Timothy 2:15, KJV
The Chief of the Watchmen (Shomrim) - his duties were to check on the Watchmen to see that they were not asleep on the watch. There were 3 Kohanim (High Priests) on watch in the inner courtyard, and 21 Levites in the outer courtyard. Watchmen often stood to see what God would say about a matter. (See Habakkuk 2:1). 

According to Chaim Bentorah, a Biblical Hebrew Studies teacher, we can “see” what someone “says”. He states that the word ra’ah meaning a physical and spiritual seeing...this takes a close guarding according to Chaim, something like a bodyguard or secret service agent whose entire attention and focus are on observing things that everyone around him are not observing. It’s like looking for any subtle hint or movement, which may signal a threat to his mission of protection. Our goals in prayer are discern the situation before us, through prayer, and to determine whether Israel might be in danger. This makes us a shamar, or plural shomrim. 

It takes focus... we need to be on a focused and to watch time when praying for Israel. There can be so many distractions. We need to watch to see if God is saying something specific to our hearts. 

Chaim once again says, the word ‘say’ is the word debar which is God speaking His Heart Cry. This is why we “pray the Word of God,” it is the Heart Cry of God. 

We have different Watchmen stationed in different cities in many countries around the world utilizing this prayer letter, and so if someone in the farthest part of the earth sees something coming that would endanger Israel, he should signal the person on another Watch Tower and the warning will pass on to help stop the threat, through prevailing prayer. 
Let’s Prayerfully Enter His Presence

Great are the prayer needs for this beloved nation and people. The almond trees have been blossoming here in Israel for a number of weeks, signs of spring are all over the Land; however, in this season of a worldwide virus scare, many around the world are unable to travel here. We ask that we pray in regard to this worldwide epidemic/pandemic of fear that has gripped the world and also that God would destroy the devourer. Spring seasons are full of life and growth and we want to see everyone able to enjoy life and grow in the Lord. Maybe the almonds have something to do with watching in prayer? Interestingly, the Hebrew word for “to watch, to be steadfast” is spelled exactly the same way as the word for ‘almond’. There must be a deeper connection, which we need to explore next time in ‘Raising the Bar.’ 

· Pray that the people of Gaza will not want war with Israel. Israel is trying to help every Palestinian they can, not to get the virus; however, the people are not grateful but instead, continue to make up lies about Israel. Gaza terrorist pledged to make the lives of Israelis “hell” as Israeli children have endured more terror in the last months. Pray 
for the children. “I will lie down and sleep in peace, for you alone, O Lord, make 
me dwell in safety” (Psalm 4:8).  “The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe” (Proverbs 18:10).

· Pray fervently for the Jewish people to have courageous hearts and determination not to give up when things seem to be going wrong. “Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the LORD your God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you” (Deuteronomy 31:6). 

· Thank God that He is the “Keeper of Israel and the Shield of Abraham” as He establishes a stable and responsible government that will serve and protect the People of Israel under His watchful care. “The LORD watches over you, the LORD is your shade at your right hand” (Psalm 121:5).  
· Beseech the Lord for more Jewish people to come home to Israel from the nations. The mockery of the Jewish people will bring consequences for every nation that ridicules them... and there is plenty of this today in some countries. May God hear the cry of hearts and souls yearning for salvation and the redemption of Israel. Pray with the Jewish people the following prayer, which is often prayed in morning prayers and Shabbat. “Please, by the great power of thy right hand, O set the captive free; Revered G-d, accept thy people’s prayer; strengthen us, cleanse us; Almighty G-d, guard us as the apple of the eye of those who seek thee; Bless them, cleanse them, pity them; ever grant them thy truth; Mighty, holy G-d, in thy abundant grace, guide thy people; Accept our prayer, hear our cry, thou who knowest all mysteries; Blessed be the name of His glorious majesty forever and ever... Amen.”

· Intercede for morewisdom. The “shine” of God’s face (Ya’er) in Hebrew is related to the word for “light”, a metaphor for wisdom and understanding. “Moses and Aaron went from the assembly to the entrance to the tent of meeting and fell facedown, and the glory of the LORD appeared to them” (Numbers 20:6).

We will never know how much our prayers for Israel meant to the Lord, until the day we are with Him; however, Israel is His People, His Family and His kinsmen in the flesh. If I know someone is praying for my family, it makes me happy, or praying for me, or for the ministry of Christian Friends of Israel. Continue on at your Posts, and pass on the burden through prevailing prayer for God’s Chosen Nation.

In His Service,

Sharon Sanders

Christian Friends of Israel - Jerusalem

 

