Raising The Bar April 2020
April 2020 /Jewish Year 5780
The Hebrew word for “life” 
Gather your shields of faith and learn the meaning of “life” with me in Hebrew. “The Hebrew word for “life” is chayim (חַיִּים), a plural noun that contains two consecutive letter yods (יי) that picture two “hands held together” (the Hebrew word yad [יָד] means “hand”), or the union of our spirit with God’s Spirit. The word itself reveals that there is no life apart from union with God, who extends his hand to you and says, “Live in me” (John 15:4). Live in God, who is your life, your love, your light, your truth, your healing, your beauty, your breath, and your salvation. 

Yeshua is the source of all life, and we find nourishment, strength, and fullness of joy as we connect with his life. The Lord is our light and our salvation, the Mediator of divine life (Psalm 27:1; John 1:4). The Voice of the LORD still speaks: “Take heart. It is I; be not afraid.” (https://hebrew4christians.com/).   

In the Israeli new media it has been reported that Jewish communities in Israel have been singing Psalm 54, seeking God’s salvation. Also in Tel Aviv (of all places) neighborhoods were singing together Psalms led by a leader below them on the street corner. Still others sang together during the Pesach seder in Jerusalem in various neighborhoods together. My husband and I could hear the singing from our balcony in Givat Messoua. Even ours seemed to be singing louder than ever this year as each family spent time with only the members who lived together with them in their households. I believe God’s praises did ring out throughout the Land. “If I close the sky so there is no rain, or if I command the locust to devour the land, or if I send a plague among My people, and My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:13-14). There is a growing movement of those turning their eyes toward Heaven here. Israelis are looking to the Bible more for answers to the coronavirus concerns.

Let us Enter the Throne Room of Prayer

· Praise God that during a dramatic political shakeup it left Prime Minister Netanyahu in power for now. He has faithfully served the nation of Israel for many years. However, new developments here are leading to a possible fourth election. Please pray for God’s Will to be done and the battle for the premiership over. “Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God” (Romans 13:1).
· Thank God that Israel helped Palestinians prevent the virus from spreading; however, the Arabs betrayed Israel once again. Not for the first time, and no doubt not for the last. The Arab states appear to be doing nothing at all to help their Palestinian brothers. Pray for a change of heart from the leadership over the Palestinians as many Palestinians are grateful to Israel but the leaders are too politically inclined to care most of the time.
· Praise God that Israelis looked to the Bible over virus concerns...they found that Scripture had much to say about handling times of crisis and spread of plagues and illness. (Exodus 9:14; Isaiah 26: 20; Leviticus 13:46; 2 Chronicles 7:13-14;). Many turned to the Jewish Scriptures and even mass prayer meetings were held via digital streaming. Local believers also held a time of joint prayer against the spread of the coronavirus. Thank God that people are turning to prayer. Prayer can be through singing, quietly or loudly, alone or with a group of people. “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful” (Colossians 4:2). 

· Pray fervently as some regions of the Middle East, not far from Israel, will most likely be affected soon by swarms of locusts; however, it appears the swarms will not hit Israel or the country’s crops. Locusts are the most destructive migratory pest in the world according to the Locust Watch website. In February locusts were already spreading in Uganda and Tanzania. Pray for the people in the hard hit nations who will lose their crops which are their main source of income for food. Israelis care for other people and we should watch to see how Israel will do all she can to help those who are suffering wherever they are in the world.  


Because of the lack of life saving equipment that was available here it led to collaboration between the Defense Ministry, the state owned IAI (Israel Aerospace Industry) and a medical device maker. Israelis have been working hard since converting a missile production facility into a “life” saving industry producing ventilators and offsetting a shortage of the ”life” saving machines for ill patients with the virus. The rapid retooling of the missile production line was completed in days. Israelis work hard at saving anyone’s “life”. 

Let us also live life serving the One we love. Let’s pray harder for Israel and what she is experiencing and now going through. Billions of dollars are being lost while Israel waits to protect the lives of Her People. God bless all Watchmen who are stationed securely at Prayer Posts never relinquishing the call to be God’s Watchmen over Israel. Keep living the life of prayer!

“The Lord will keep you from all harm – he will watch over your life; the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore” (Psalm 121:7-8).
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