Raising The Bar June 2020
June 2020 /Jewish Year 5780
Faith in God Means Trusting

“Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness” (Genesis 15:6)

It was reported in the Jerusalem Post recently that the Coronavirus crisis has turned a number of Israelis and Palestinians to faith in God. The word “Emunah” is a Hebrew word meaning faith. To have faith in God Almighty we are persuaded, assured and firmly convicted that what we pray for and hope will come to pass because the Lord God is at work through our prayers... even though at times we cannot see it immediately. It was also reported in Israel that some 34% of Jewish people and 49% of Palestinians said their “faith” increased as a result of the coronavirus. Let us pray that all who came closer to the Lord through this pandemic will be steadfast and persistent in their walk with Him, that it not be head knowledge but heart changes in many people. (See prayer request below*)

“...It was Abram’s “believing” that gave him righteousness in God’s sight. Protestants have emphasized the importance of believing God’s promises, instead of working to earn our salvation, but it is important to understand that the key word, emunah, that we translate “believe” has a different emphasis in Hebrew than we tend to hear. The word emunah does mean to have faith, but it has a broader meaning that has implications for what God calls us to as people of faith. It contains the idea of steadfastness or persistence. In Exodus 17 Moses raised his hands all day long until the Israelites won a key battle. It says that his hands remained steady, emunah, until sunset. In this sense it means steadfast. God is also described using the word emunah in Deuteronomy 7:9: “Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful (emunah) God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands.”
If we look back at the verse about Abraham’s emunah, it should tell us that Abraham believed God’s promises and had a persistent commitment to God which showed in his faithful life. He waited 25 years for a son, and offered him back to God when he was asked... God wants faith in His promises that results in a steadfast faithfulness to Him.” (Lois Tverberg, Ein Gedi Resource Center: ourrabbijesus.com.) 

Yair Netanyahu (son of Prime Minister Netanyahu) recently spoke up for Christianity in Europe in May. He repeated his desire to see Europe again become “free, democratic and Christian!”. He went on to call the EU an enemy not only to Israel, but to all Christians. This is not the first time he has defended Christianity, and even Jesus. Late last year, Israel Today reported he fervently defended the Jewishness of Jesus which I reported in our For Zion Sake magazine (see CFI website “Restoring the Jewishness of Jesus, www.cfijerusalem.org). It seems the young Netanyahu has “emunah” in his heart and knows the Bible well.

“In the meantime, Hezbollah’s Southern headquarters is training Syrian troops and collecting intelligence on the IDF” (Anna Ahronhem). In preparing for a future war against Israel, it is training commanders and soldiers in the Golan Heights. Should any attack be carried out by Hezbollah, they will use the best mobility, firepower and manpower available to them. Israel does not want Hezbollah to entrench itself on the Golan and has carried out several strikes against operatives belonging to the Golan Project. While Israel does not want to provoke a war, it does need to prepare and also do all it can to stop one from happening. As such, the IDF has heightened its state of alert in the north of Israel, increasing its intelligence, training of soldiers and troops and preparing for any deterioration which might happen. Much prayer is needed and strong “emunah” to know that “…He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep” (Psalm 121:4).
Let’s Enter the Throne Room of Prayer with Emunah!

· Pray fervently that Israeli Palestinians will learn who is the True One God and that they will face the same direction as Temple Mount (as Jewish people do) one day. Allah is not the God of Israel. Pray for many people who are caught in the deception of Islam. God wants to set every man and woman free to serve Him. “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other. ... They will say of me, `In the LORD alone are righteousness and strength. ‘” All who have raged against him will come to him and be put to shame” (Isaiah 45:5,22). 
· Thank the Lord for giving steadfastness and persistence to all intercessors, around the world, who pray for Israel faithfully. God bless the intercessors! “As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by failing to pray for you. And I will teach you the way that is good and right” (1 Samuel 12:23). “Emunah” is the key.
· Beseech His Face on behalf of the Netanyahu family. The responsibilities of our Prime Minister are many, he always needs undergirding. The wife and children often take the brunt of political bias and fake news as well as disturbing comments about them. Keep them lifted up to God. “Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and 
dignity” (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

· Thank God that He is the Defender and Strength of Israel. “This is what the LORD, your Defender, the Holy One of Israel, says: I am the LORD your God. I teach you what is best for you. I lead you where you should go.” (Isaiah 48:17). “And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent: for he is not a man, that he should repent” (1 Samuel 15:29). 
· Intercede in faith that the enemy of our souls will not try to pre-empt a regional war with Israel at this time during the corona virus.

· Proclaim His Promise of healing for all Israelis who have come into contact with the virus in Israel – that God will be their healer and raise them up quickly. “If you diligently heed the voice of the LORD your God and do what is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought on the Egyptians. For I am the LORD who heals you” (Exodus 15:26). Israel must forsake the ways of the nations and walk with God to become His Light to the nations. Much prayer is needed for this.

We all need much “emunah” (faith) to make it through the difficult days and perhaps years ahead of us. As we stand in faith for the many promises of God for Israel, we know that God is not a man that He can lie so we have full assurance that His Promises will be manifested in His Timing. I can see every day of my life a real nation and people around us who were not here one hundred years ago. What a miracle in the earth the nation of Israel is today. Vibrant, strong and full of miracles, even when their faith in God is being tested. God will make of this nation and people a strong emunah nation – one filled with faith and righteousness. This is His promise as He moves them toward being (even if slowly) to become a “light to the nations”. “Listen to me, my people; hear me, my nation: Instruction will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations...” (Isaiah 51:4).
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