Watchman’s Prayer Letter May 2020
May 2020 /Jewish Year 5780
As They Went to Prayer

“Once when we were going to the place where the minyan gathered...” (Acts 16:16).

During times of the day when prayer was being offered to God, in the Jewish world, the minimum number of males (10) were required to constitute a “Community of Israel” (or public prayer) for liturgical purposes in the synagogues or wherever they were praying. When there was not enough men for a minyan those who were gathering recited their prayers as individuals, and still do today. Most Christians do not realize the intensity in which many Jewish people pray to God. It is often thought “they just pray from a prayer book” while we “pray from our hearts”. If anyone has ever picked up a Jewish prayer book and taken a look inside, you might be extremely surprised to experience the depth and profoundly spirit formed words given to the Jewish hearts who love the God of Heaven, the Highest Heavens and the entire Planet. The heartfelt and extremely sincere fear of the Lord God, the majestic description of His Holiness and their desire to know Him through His Word is anything but shallow. Shame on us if we think this because I’ve heard some pretty shallow Christian prayers at times, and often there is no looking down on a Jewish soul crying out to God! Let us not in any way form a negative opinion nor judge how the Jewish people pray because I know they pray from the heart! It is common to go to prayer three times a day. Does the average Christian do this? We must think about this and internalize this fact and never belittle the Jewish people. And now, it is “our” turn: our time to go to prayer! Do we have a least a “minyan”?

Let’s Pray With All Of Our Hear
· Fervently intercede for those who need healing here in Israel and are sick, mainly the elderly. “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases. Who redeems your life from destruction...” (Psalm 103:2-3).

· Thank God for the evaluation that Israel is the safest place in the world to be. Studies show Israel is also handling the COVID19 be and that Israelis are better protected than any other people in the world. “And the Lord will make you the head and not the tail; you shall be above only, and not be beneath, if you heed the commandments of the Lord your God...” (Deuteronomy 28:13).  

· Praise His Name that Bibi Netanyahu is still leading the nation, although his days may be numbered as talks turn to possibly going to another vote (which would be the fourth) for Israel. Although not  perfect, he has given his whole life for leading Israel, he does study God’s Word and even says he lives by it (publically declared). May every public leader allow their egos to be put down for the good of the nation. “you shall surely set a king over you whom the Lord your God chooses; one from among your brethren, you shall set as king over you, you may not set a foreigner over you, who is not your brother” (Deuteronomy 17:15). 

· Proclaim His Word that the current lockdown might help control and rid the country completely of the coronavirus outbreak. “Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide yourself, as it were for a little moment, until the indignation is past” (Isaiah 26:20).

· Seek His Face that repentance and change will come in order to lift the plague. One doctor in Israel proclaimed that the vaccine for the current crisis is repentance. Many rabbis say we are witnessing the signs of the coming of the Messiah. Repentance must be made for disobeying and following after the nations. Israel is appointed to serve God in holiness. “When you come into the Land which the Lord your God is giving you, you shall not learn to follow the abominations of those nations” (Deuteronomy 18:9). 
· Ask God to bring the souls of leaders of Hamas out of the deception they are trapped in to see Jesus. These leaders have done virtually nothing to provide even basic healthcare in the Gaza Strip, and are now trying to hold Israel responsible for the shortage of ventilators in Palestinian hospitals. Claim John 3:16 over them that their eyes may be opened.

· Ask God to put it in the hearts of His People still abroad to “come home”, as it is still the safest place to be. A great shaking may put fear in many a heart to come from the west. “They will follow the LORD; he will roar like a lion. When he roars, his children will come trembling from the west” (Hosea 11:10).  
· Praise the Lord that the Sea of Galilee is almost full. Even while the virus is in the Land, the Kinneret continues to rise in an unprecedented way. The heavy winter rainfull has been a double blessing. It replenished the country’s natural water sources and kept people in during the virus crisis. “The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations but will borrow from none” (Deuteronomy 28:12).
An old song was written years ago entitled “Keep on Praying”, a beautiful and yet stirring melody with words. It is our calling to continue in prayer and the word on behalf of the Jewish people and the chosen nation: Israel. God Almighty has chosen to put His Name on the City of Jerusalem.. God has chosen to build and resettle His People in His Land. It is God who will rule and reign from Jerusalem as Jesus, the Messiah, carries out His Duties as King of the Jewish people and all the nations “coming up to Zion” in the latter days. Keep praying; in other words, “pray through” until the Spirit of the Lord says to stop. Let’s be more than a “minyan” in our prayer groups, let’s once again form Prayer for Israel/Watchmen on the Walls who pray for a majestic God to continue to fulfill His Word and carry out His Promises for Israel and the Nations.
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